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Artist Bio

Lauren Iida is a paper-cut artist and public artist, whose practice lies at the intersection of art

and social justice. Iida was born in Seattle and earned a BFA from Cornish College of the Arts

(2014). Her main medium is intricately hand-cut paper, often incorporating ink,

multiple layers, negative space and shadow play. Her reoccurring 30-foot-long hand-cut paper

temporary installation/performance piece, the "Memory Net" has traveled the world, taking on

new meaning and engaging communities in each new context. Iida also transforms her

paper-cut prototypes into large-scale permanent custom metal gates, fences, tile mosaic,

painted mural, and more for public and private commissions.

Much of Iida's artwork is influenced by Cambodia where she has been active for more than a

decade working on projects to support and mentor artists. Other major influences include her

family's Japanese American heritage and incarceration during WWII and her grassroots

work with Seattle’s houseless community.

Iida’s work has recently been featured at Seattle Art Fair (ArtX Contemporary), Galerie Lee

(Paris), Wing Luke Museum (Seattle), McNichols Civic Center Gallery (Denver). Iida’s work has

been collected by the Seattle Public Library Foundation (2023), Meta (2023), The City of

Bellevue Portable Art.

Collection (2021), Washington State Arts Commission (2020), King County Public Art Collection

(2019), and the City of Seattle Portable Works Collection (2016). Iida has been commissioned to

create public art by The City of Seattle, The City of Shoreline, Seattle Convention Center, The

Office of Arts and Culture/Seattle DOT, Plymouth Housing, Sound Transit, the Denver Theatre

District, and others.
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