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Artist Bio

Lives are sown into the fabric of Ria Pacita’s storytelling. Their work is the reflection of the

coming-together of the people, in collective struggle and in victory, to cultivate human relations

rooted in love and care. Uplifting and honoring communities and peoples, Ria Pacita wields a

pointed, political brush to create evocative, optimistic, and both action and thought-provoking

artwork. At their core as an artist, Ria Pacita experiences art as a powerful and necessary tool in

the struggle for genuine change because of its power to give rise, form, and shape to collectives

and communities, especially amongst those feeling lost in diaspora and forced migration.

Ria Pacita is a second generation Filipino-American originating from the Central District and

graduating Garfield High School in 2021 during the COVID-19 pandemic. She began as an artist

as a young child, drawing to understand the world and her place in it. Inspired by her Lolo in

both his life and passing, art continues to be Ria’s way to navigate lifelong grief, mourning, and

honoring, as well as the love that exists at the heart of this loss. Art also remains central to Ria

Pacita’s life and identity as she works to serve the community, organizing amongst Filipino youth

and students at the University of Washington. Ria Pacita understands and upholds the role of

the youth in the creation of art that will truly make a difference: to give rise to a new,

transformed, truly pro-people culture for their ancestors, families, and the generations to come.

Always enthusiastic to learn and create more, Ria Pacita creates paintings, charcoal drawings,

clay ceramics, film photography, linoleum stamps, screen printing, jewelry, and rug-making. Ria

Pacita has been featured in two galleries, an artist talk, and in interviews. They have been

commissioned for book graphics, paintings, and designs by non-profits, local businesses,

individuals, and more. Their enthusiasm is rooted in their understanding that art is meant to be

shared, and that everyone has a place in it. To them, the strongest artists inspire other artists.
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