
Teruko Nimura

Artist Bio

Teruko Nimura (b. 1978, based in University Place, Washington) creates artwork with an interest

in experiential discovery through active viewership and self reflection. Her multi-disciplinary

practice includes installations, sculptural objects, layered drawings, and public art projects that

consider the relationship to the body and the contextual specifics of space. She is interested in

themes of interconnectedness, collective memory and trauma, cultural, racial, and female

visibility, motherhood, and the climate crisis. Her varied explorations of mediums and methods

are united by an emphasis on process, with the intentional use of multiples and repetition as

ritualistic study. She has an appreciation for the language of materials and the vulnerability in

the variations and flaws of handmade objects.

Teruko received her BFA from San Francisco Art Institute and her MFA from UT Austin. She has

exhibited in the U.S., Mexico, and Canada. She was an OX-Bow School of Art Fellow, a mentee

artist in the Austin’s LaunchPAD (Public Art Duo) program for emerging public artists, featured in

the 2017 TX Biennial, and the New York City Highline’s multi-city exhibition “New Monuments

for New Cities". Since moving from Austin she was a Tacoma PARC (Public Art Reaching

Community) 2020 artist, featured in the 2021 Bellevue Bellwether Arts Festival and the 2023

BIMA Spotlight Juried Exhibition and "Scanning the Room" at Vashon Center for the Arts. She is

currently a nominated artist for Tacoma's "Artists in the Archives" program and will attend the

Fall 2023 Rockland Artist Residency.
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roots and culture. Similarly, it references the Central District’s ongoing history of 
change and adaptation as a home for many peoples and communities through its 
history.  

We have extensive experience creating cutout designs in various types of metal, 
which we will work with the fabricator to roll and weld into a standing pillar. With 
permission from the rest of the design team, these shapes could also be lit from 
the inside, creating a dramatic glowing lantern effect of light and shadow at night. 
You can view our work samples for previous examples of this.  

The horizontal clouds near the top of the pillar could be made of cast resin, 
producing a beautiful translucency that will allow for textures and some light to 
pass through. This would also enhance the lantern-like effect, as well as capture 
sunlight and glow during the day. You can see our past installation of cast resin 
clouds in our work samples.  

Given our personal connection to the CD and having created work with similar 
themes and design elements, we are immensely excited to bring our experience 
and vision to this opportunity. We create work that is welcoming and inviting for 
people of all backgrounds, ages and abilities to appreciate. Our design will be 
visually engaging in all directions far and near, as well as utilize durable materials 
and safe construction that will stand the test of time. We aim to create site-specific 
and culturally significant work that engenders a sense of connection and 
belonging, providing inspiration for years to come.  
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